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Waiting for the end of the world

Of the four million pentecostal/charismatic church
members in the country, about 3000 attend Moant
Paran Church of God, a large and popular church in
Atlanta that has become a regional center of “charis-
malic” activity. The preachers and the people of the
church view many events happening in the world today
as a fulfillment of Blblical prophecies. “We take Christ
very seriously,” says preacher Paul Walker. “And we
would take His coming very seriously. We believe we
are in the ‘end' Umes bot we realize the wheels of
history don't always move on our time table™ Story by
Phil Garner.
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five and white, she took on black incumbent John Cal-
boun and crushingly defeated him in a 2-to-1 victory in
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white who kept blacks from getting a majority on the
13-member body. However, whatever bitterness i left
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aiting for the end of the world

‘We run 4,000 people through this place every Sunday,’
says the pastor of the Mount Paran Church of God.:

By Phil Garner
Lo flhal day there will be 5
highway from Egypl (o Assyria.
and e Asayrians will coume Lo
Egypl . . . Lzrael will be the third
with Egypd and Assyria

— [saialy 19 23-M4
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Tﬂ- MILLIONS of funds-
mentalist Christlars scross  the
Upmited States, the sadden appear-
ance of Egyplian President Aowar
Sadal in the Iwaell parlisment
was stariling evidence of falfill-
menl ol Biblical prophecy. If the signs were read aright, ihe pext ewvent
would be the coming of the Antichrist in the guise of a protector of
lsraed, Three and & hall years lxler the “saints™ of the charch would be
‘raplured” inlo Heaven, from there o watch bn safely thres and a hall
years of “tribalation” below. Then Christ woald return with boly armies
to fight the Antichrist in the Battle of Armageddon in the Jezree] Vallew,
Chragl would win the battle and rule for a thousand years of peace and
prosperily in & pew Jerusalem. At the end of the thousand years ar “the
illeandam.” a oew Heaven and earth would be crealed and the old de
troyed by lire
Tree believers in the literal truth of the seriplures were Baving

ihest Lhings poinled cut to them by their preschers, If they were trul
z ) Y
sanclified, they might mever meed die & physical desth, rather be sent
siraight to Heaven within three and & hal! years. Wiihin seven years,
they would have & ringaide seat over the last greal war foughl oo
Christlans through the centuries remalned sieadiasi in the [abth despiie

ridicule and persecution, seldom daring bope for ful(llment of the
prophecies in their own lilelimes It had beem one thing to believe, to

hwderm.melmmmm
mdunlﬂnhlhnmtmm:nimghtgmuﬂdu
elfect in the Uves of millions of church members,

ewch Senday that they should 1
:h.HwAnrlrSadattnhn

Every Sunday night large pumbers of members of other churches,




many rom cul of lown, sllend services sl Mount Paran, where [he gifts
of fenguwes, infterpretation and prophecy are known i [ower

Three days after Sadat’s ssdscioum gambil, in which he sood alons
amopg Arab beads of atale o secking prace with lsrael, ibe members af
Moudl Faram were stsll misch exciled about a sermon-slide presentation
delivered by their pastor, Dv, Paul L. Walker, on the Sumday of Sadai's
visil. The sermon was enlitbed “The Mew larael i God's Future

Yolupieer workern were preparing lor ihe Wednesday nmight clhusch
dinser. An aliractive malron with (rosted hair and siyliah eyeglasses aal
on 4 sods near Lhe pastor's office, inlenily reading the Bible

i, my, Lhis ia exciling! " she uld__ rocking slighily Back sad [orih

A corporation ezecutive wearing & cook's aprom padded by, enlered
a nearby office, popped back oul. The woman siopped him,

“When do you think Armageddon will be? ghe charmopeed.

The executive hedpged hin oplioes [T U5& Antichrisi were alresdy in
ihe workd, seven years, U seven years of The Tribolation If be hadn's
Blipped in yel Lhen some years longer. The man was off agals, is ower-
see preparations in ibe kilchen.

"y, this is jusl so exciting,” lhe woman reiterated Anciher woman
carrying a cake enfered the room.

The discission stopped. The cake was taken indo ihe hitchben The
lopie of Armageddon was abandoned lfor a tkme. &3 if it was merely an
upstoming TV spsciacular

In his offece, the church's pastor was coanseling, & major activity at
Mownt Param A third-generatisn Church of God preacher, Panl Walker
holds an M Ed and a FhD. in counseling (rom Georgla State University
iz undergraduate divinily degree was earned &t Emary Universiiy'a
Candler School of Theology, the haven in the 19503 of the “God i dead”
theologian, Thomas Altizer. Hia BA came from a Bible college, Fle has
preached sipee he was 18

Walker B tall, i siylishly dressed 0 a8 thres-phece amit. His voice
has the Limbre of a radio anncuncer's but without & brassy quality. Hia
eyes are clear, his smile wide and friendly. He is what ERaEy charch
people call & “dymamic preacher,” witheutl mibmitting entirely o the
sereolype. He it a mixture of paychiairist and evangelist. His malary, he

Emetional esperiesces divectly with Ged Ne st the beart of te pes-
Irewsial e ve mesi, exemplified by iwch practices as praying with hands
nbrdfﬂrkfrl.m_ih'lﬂhlhdm Feliaw

pere, keevling while praying, asd islking s “tesgwes.” Dr. Pssl Walker
ibattam right), pastor of Mossi Parss Charch of God,' wiere [hese
feeafs were pholographbed, leade prayers, speals in e
Preds messagpes i fongwed apoken by sibers,

Bay I8 sboul what & peychisiresl would expect 5 make,

“We take Christ very sericusly,” sabd Walker, “And we would ke
His coming very seriomly. We belseve we are in (be "end times' bul we
Fealize that the wheels of history don't always mve on our Limetable.”

Deapite his lberal sducstion, Walker Lskes every word, period asd
comma of ihe Bible literally. I

His rationale marshals & circormastastial case for diviee impiration
of ihe scriplares, deliversd sd-agency style “The validity of the Bible
hinges om four things: One, the fulfiiled propbeches. Second, that whole
baby hangs togetber, lﬂmﬂ:“lﬂﬂhﬂhﬂnm.
lh-prm-mlﬂuﬂnﬂhm;mmmunh1uﬂ'
mrmwrnumhwm
hm;‘h-hﬂnhu!mihmndlm'tmmmhlﬂm

ot~

WLHEL'S Cengreganis range from  §300,000-s-yesr corporation
execullves Lo drop-ouls, and come to the charch from every
corner of the cily and the slate They are drawn by & need for answers
to coamic riddles. Amd Walker attempts to pul them dirertly is toisch
with the Lord af Hosts
“The charch bas left the emotiona of the peaple umiended lor many
years,” sald Walker. “And the big problem people have had is Lo sccepd
divine phenomena a3 natural We towch, we share and we pray for one
ancther. We try to confront a persan with himsell and how be relates to
Grod and his emviroament™ g
Walker's sbeervations could have come as naturally from mystical
rurum-ﬁﬁ:ulnmlmph;dep.nmemulmlh:bm:rl penlecos-
Continued on poge 18
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tal preacher Visited by the
Hn]ySmemeumrecmPt

All the other worshippers will
listen raptly. Walker will bow
his head and close his eyes
and let the message of the
words penetrate his conscious-
ness. He does not know the
language, does nol recognize
the words, but the message
appears on the screen of his
consciousness. As an inter-
preter, Walker can distinguish
between gibberish and a true
unknown language. He can
tell, also, whether the mes-
sage coming through is in
keeping with the spirit of the
meeting, or is divisive and
inappropriate. If no one can
interpret the message, the
talker is discouraged The
Apostle Paul himself, Walker

points out, advised Christians

to sit down and be silent if
their tongues could not be
understood.

Walker prefers to call his
restatement of the messages
sent in tongues “inspiration”
rather than translation. When
the speaker has (finished,
usually after only 30 seconds
or so, Walker in a low, mel-
low wvoice begins: “If you will
seck my face and trust in my
ways and walk in my word,
ye shall find strength for your
spirit and ye shall find love
for your heart and ye shall

find joy springing up as a liv-
ing well, and ye shall not be
caught in the web of this
world but ye shall be 5et free
and made whole .

Such "inspired” ' translation
seems (o draw heavily in
style and content upon scrip-
tural phraseology, down to
the Elizabethan cadences of
the King James version of the
Bible and the messages of
comfort and hope. Seldom
would the message come

Walker's in tions are
poetical, full of metaphor
nng;mg of scriptural imagery:
“Rejoice, rejoice, and again
rejoice for my spirit has
made manifest to thee the
presence of my power.”

For the troubled in spirit,
the inhabitants of what
Walker frequently calls “a
broken world,” the messages
of the spirit bring a strong
balm: “I- call unto you my
children that you might come
unto me, that 1 might gather
you unto myself, that I might
protect you and build a house
of defense round about you to
save you."

And, in pearly all the mes-
sages, the repeated admoni-




tion to be ready for the day
when the faithful will be
taken up with God and the
rest of the world will receive
its just dues: “I am bringing
to pass that which you have
read and seen in my work.
Therefore be ready for in
such an hour as ye think not,
my redemption cometh upon
the world and I shall call you
unto myself and ye shall de-
light yourself in the goodness
of my glory. But until that
hour, I have given unto thee
my spirit that shall be as a
comforting force that shall
never leave you or forsake
you, but go with you even to
the end of the world, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”

Speaking in tongues is
thought to have occurred with
varying frequency throughout
the history of Christianity.
Some data suggest it was
practiced by Anabaptists in
16th century Germany and by
the Jansenists in 17th century
France. Some believe the
Shakers in mid-18th century
America spoke in tongues. In
the 19th century, the Irvin-
gites, founders of the Catholic
Apostolic Church, practiced
glossolalia. Gifts of tongues,
prophecy, revelations, visions,
healing and interpretation of

tongues are provided for in
the Articles of Faith of the
Mormon Church.

Today, “charismatic” move-
ments, which once brought
ostracism from the more re-
served Christian denomina-
tions, are being tolerated,
even encouraged, in such de-
nominations as Catholic and
Episcopalian. Businessmen
gather for prayer breakfasts
and speaking in tongues be-
fore starting out on the day’s
commerce in cities throughout
the country.

But the mainstream “pen-
tecostal movement” is consid-
ered to have started at Bethel
Bible School in Topeka, Kan.,
in 1901. On New Year's Day
of that year, several students
gathered to pray with and
“lay hands” upon a “Miss
Agnes Ozman” who under-
went “a remarkable religious
experience and began to
speak in other tongues.”

But the pentecostal move-
ment did not begin to spread
in earnest until 1906, during a
three-year revival meeting
that attracted blacks and
whites in Los Angeles. The
meeting began in a private
home. After a black boy
spoke in tongues, crowds
grew until larger quarters



had to be found. The meet-
ings were moved into an
abandoned Baptist church on
Azusa Street. The services
were led by a black preacher,
W. 5. Seymour, who was not
eloquent and had sight in only
one eye. Usually Seymour
merely rested his head on a
packing crate and prayed, ap-
pearing to some to be asleep,
while the services went on
around him. But thousands of
persons  “received the Holy
Spirit” during those meetings
and went out to tell others.
Two of those converts be-

came evangelists, Their
travels took them one day to
Golden Valley, N.D. Paul

Walker's grandfather and his
wife lived nearby at the time
and were “saved” at the tent
meeting.  Later, Walker's
grandmother, who was ill and
h_ad been given two years to
live by her doctors, under-
wenl a miraculous recovery.
She lived for 24 more years.
In the meantime, however,
the Walkers sold their ranch
and moved to Cleveland,
Tenn, there to join with the
denomination to which the
evangelists  belonged, the
Church of God. Walker's fa-
ther was entered in the Bible
college there. The elder
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Walker soon returned to
farming, but his son remained
in the Church of God as an
official, an “"overseer,” and
founded 67 churches.

The denomination now has
more than 4 million members
in 6,000 individual churches.

Paul Walker remembers his
father fondly. He is proud of
the fact that he was a “pro-
gressive” man who did not
force his beliefs upon his son.
Yet the dose of family reli-
gion “took™ in Paul and has
not seemed in danger of run-
ning out since.

MUUNT Paran's budget

now exceeds §1 million annu-
ally. The church employs 38
people, including its five pas-
tors.

“We run 4,000 people
through this place every Sun-
day,” Walker said. “"We've got
a fantastic music program—
eight choirs, two of them
with 100 members, the New
Life Singers, several youth
and children's choirs. It really
makes for a beaytiful experi-
ence. We can swing musically
any way you want, from the
Messiah and Elijah to gospel-
rock. It's that kind of flexibil-
ity that makes it so that
Catholics as well as pentecos-
tals can come here to wor-
ship and feel comfortable.”

The church’s counseling
center olilizes interns [rom
the Georgia State Universily
counseling programs. At least
20 percent of its users are
not members of Mount Paran
Church.

Counseling takes a large
amount of Walker's time, as
well.

“I'm booked up through
next month right now”
Walker said. The church also
operates a “prison ministry”
and “sharing” groups which
meet in the homes of inter-
ested nono-members to share
with them the “good news™ of

cern lies the belief that Israel
is somehow a potential recep-
tacle for all the hopes of the
Christian world. All those who
embrace Christ will make up
“the New Israel” As the End
Days begin, p ble events
will take place in Israel
bringing about, ultimately, the
return of Christ, the destruc-
tion of the old world and the
creation of the new Heaven
and earth.

“The stage is being set”
Walker told his fock, “for the
coming of a new world leader
who will fit the Biblical de-
scription of the Antichrist and
usher in the actualities of the
tribulation period.”

The new leader will over-
throw other kingdoms and
“astonish the world,” Walker
said. He will bring order out
of chaos and be known as a
peacemnaker and humanitar-
1.

Shortly before the Anti-
christ is exposed for what he
is, Christians will be taken
away in the rapture for the
coming period of “Tribula-
tion.”

“God is shaking and sifting
Israel, preparing the world
for the finality of his decree”
Walker said. “The stage is al-
ready set—economic  ip-
security, energy crises, inter-
national immorality, lack of
world leadership, aligning of
nations one with the other
and the strategic importance
of the Middle East.”

Walker's description of the
Tribulation evokes images of
events of cataclysmic nature
on a scale more colorful than
the most fantastic science fic-
tion movie: “Seven 'trumpets
will sound. On the first hail
and fire mixed with blood
rain down on earth; the pext
trumpet and a giant blazing
mass smashes into the sea
then one-third of the earth
will be turmed to blood and
one-third of the rivers and
streams will be bitter and un-
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She lived for 24 more years.
In the meantime, however,
the Walkers sold their ranch
and moved to Cleveland,
Tenn., there to join with the
denomination to which the
evangelists  belonged,  the
Church of God. Walker's fa-
ther was entered in the Bible
college there. The elder
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eight "choirs, two of them
with 100 members, the New
Life Singers, several youth
and children’s choirs. It really
makes for a beautiful experi-
ence. We can swing musically
any way you want, from the
Messiah and Elijah to gospel-
rock. It's that kind of flexibil-
ity that makes it so that
Catholics as well as pentecos-
tals can come here to wor-
ship and feel comfortable.”

The church’s counseling
center otilizes interos [rom
the Georgia State University
counseling programs. At least
20 percent of ils users are
not members of Mount Paran
Church.

Counseling takes a large
amount of Walker's time, as
well.

“I'm booked up through
next month right pow”
Walker said. The church also
operates a “prison ministry”
and “sharing” groups which
meet in the homes of inter-
ested non-members to share
with them the “good news"” of
the gospel.

“The sharing groups are re-
sponsible for most of our new
members,” Walker said.

Mount Paran is large and
may S0on Erow even larger,
Walker said. “It's easier to
meet people's peeds with a
large church because you
have more resources.”

Walker's brand of religion
may be less bucolic than that
of his forbears, his congrega-
tions more urbane, services Lo
the community more sociolog-
ically oriented, but the doc-
trines have changed not at
all. The Word is still, liter-
ally, The Word.

And that is why the
preachers and people of
Mount Paran are walching
Anwar Sadal's every move
with more than ordinary
interest.

At the heart of their con-
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christ is exposed for what he
is, Christians will be taken
away in the rapture for the
coming period of “Tribula-
tion.”

“God is shaking and sifting
Israel, preparing the world
for the [inality of his decree,”
Walker said. "“The stage is al-
ready set —economic in-
security, energy crises, inter-
national immorality, lack of
world leadership, aligning of
nations one with the other
and the strategic importance
of the Middle East.”

Walker's description of the
Tribulation evokes images of
events of catacl ic nature
on a scale more colorfel than
the most fantastic science fic-
tion movie: "Seven trumpels
will sound. Om the first hail
and [ire mixed with blood
rain down on earth; the pext
trumpet and a giant blazing
mass smashes into the sea;
then one-third of the earth
will be turmed to blood and
one-third of the rivers and
streams will be bitter and un-
drinkable; the foarth trumpet
sounds and natuoral light is
diminished by one-third; the
fifth trumpet sounds and
demonized locusts attack men;
the sixth trumpet sounds and
200 million demon horsemen
are let locse from the pits of
Hell, the seventh trumpet
sounds and there’s a great
commotion in Heaven as
there's a war in Heaven be-
itween the devil and Michael
and all the cohorts of Heaven
and the  devil s cast
down. . . ."

At the end of his presenta-
tion, Walker pgently and
dr.matically addresses [srael
as an of God to
serve its function as the light
of the world.

He leads the congregation
in a prayer, which begins, im-
ploringly, “Come on down,
Lord Jesus, come on down.”



